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Rocca di Papa, 16th July 2022 

 
 Dear All, 
 
 On this special feast day, I am happy to renew the Pact of unity with every one of you. 
 
 Seventy-three years have passed since the historic day that marked an important stage in the 

life of our Movement. I wanted to tell you that this year, as the anniversary of 16th July drew near, I felt 

more strongly than ever the call to immerse myself once more in the experienced that Chiara lived with 

Jesus when, on that precise day in 1949, she wanted to respond to Foco’s deep desire for them to 

become saints together. 

 
 Having reflected deeply on that pact I am convinced that without an attitude of humility and the 

utmost charity that pact has no meaning. I thought to myself, the pact was an experience of listening, 

of respect and at the same time of completely entrusting themselves to what God’s plans would be; 

trusting in God to do whatever he wanted. 

 
 The Pact was a reality that crowned a commitment, that of living the Word with the simplicity 

and ardour of “children of the gospel” and with an intensity that even the raging war could not diminish  

 
 That experience led them into a deep union with God that developed into a great love for 

humanity. 

 
 When describing that prolonged period of light, Chiara wrote:  
 

“Of course, we would never have come down from that mountain … if God’s will had not been 
different. And it was only love for Jesus crucified and forsaken, who lives in humankind, that gave 

us the courage to do so”1. 
 
 Yes, today too we need courage to live in a world marked by so much darkness, and perhaps this 

is what Jesus Forsaken wants most from me, and from us all. He wants us to welcome him and remain 

rooted in Him so as to see both people and situations from His point of view and to bring His presence 

and His love everywhere. 

 
 When we embrace him – and we have experienced this so many times, we then find the strength, 

 
1 Chiara Lubich, in Scritti Spirituali/3, Roma 1996, pp 41-42. 
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the faith, hope and light for the journey ahead. I am deeply convinced that it is a journey which will lead 

to a rebirth of the Movement. 

 
 My wish for all of you on this 16th of July is that that we promise one another to live the Word 

with greater ardour, to recollect ourselves and hear the words that Jesus said to Martha addressed to 

us: “You are worried and distracted by many things; but only one thing is needed.” (Lk 10:42). 

 
 In this way we can listen attentively to what Jesus wants to say to us and renew our unconditional 

love for Jesus Forsaken. 

 
 With infinite gratitude to God for all His gifts, I send you a global greeting for a very happy feast 

day! 
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